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	Course Name:
	Personal Finance

	Course Number:
	GNED1003

	Course Level (i.e. first semester, second semester):
	Usually first year

	Program Name(s):

	General Education

	What other programs have this course as part of the curriculum?
	For most college programs, students are required to take one general education course each semester.

	Course is a General Education Course  (Yes or No)
	Yes

	If this is a program specific course, how does it link into the program?  For eg. Does it provide an overview to the subject area?
	Not applicable

	Is there a hands-on component to the course?

Please elaborate
	There are lots of practical hands-on skills students will develop during in-class exercises.  For instance, students will be given sample financial documents such as credit card statements and asked to interpret them.  Other exercises include exploring different banking packages at financial institutions and choosing the best package and/or credit card depending on a hypothetical scenario. Activities like developing a budget to maximize savings, mitigating financial risk, and reading a T4 to file a tax return are also explored.  Depending on guest speaker availability, we often have an officer from Georgian’s financial aid office that walks students through how to apply for scholarships and OSAP.  In addition, there is a manager from a local tax clinic that shows students how to file a mock income tax return and introduces them to various types of tax filing software.  

	Is there a textbook used with the course?  If so, how much reading is required in the course?
	Yes, students will need to read about 10 pages per week from the textbook.  Reading strategies are also introduced.

	What are the required assignments within this course? ( eg. essays, group discussion, portfolio etc.)
	The major assignments in this course include SMART financial goal setting, budgeting, and analysis questions pertaining to financial situations like retirement planning, credit card use, and filing income taxes.  In addition, there are 5 multiple choice questions assigned every week based on the upcoming week’s readings.  Finally, there are 3 open-book, non-cumulative tests that focus on three weeks of content at a time so that students can focus on understanding and applying the concepts, rather than memorizing them.

	What post-secondary opportunities are associated with this course?
	This course provides students with an overview of what OSAP is and how to apply for it to help students succeed in their studies. 
Additionally, learning about different scholarships available at Georgian, how to budget, how to file a tax return, responsible credit card usage, etc. are all important skills that will help students succeed both during and beyond their post-secondary studies.

Successful students will also be exempt from one general education course at college. 
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